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Government of Mozambique Boosts Conservation with a new Protected Area 

Lake Niassa Partial Reserve Proposal Approved 

Mozambique (April 2011) – The Government of Mozambique has taken a key step towards the 

establishment of the Lake Niassa Partial Reserve by approving the proposal submitted by the Ministry of 

Environment (MICOA), on the 26th April.  The proposal, which was jointly developed by Niassa Provincial 

Government, MICOA and WWF, recommends the declaration of a Reserve in Lake Niassa, with the 

objective to protect and promote a sustainable use of the richness in biodiversity of that unique 

ecosystem. 

The proposal for the new conservation area was a multi-sectorial approach that involved many 
stakeholders (including WWF) in response to several issues concerning the area such as illegal fishing 
(raising transboundary conflicts), soil erosion, use of harmful fishing gear and overfishing, 
degradation and biodiversity loss and deforestation. 
 
According to Geraldo Chizango, Lake Niassa Project Executant, “This is a victory and achievement for the 

Provincial Government, since the declaration of the reserve was part of the Strategic Provincial Plan (PEP 

2017), which recommended the creation of a conservation area in the lake. It is also a big win for local 

communities who have been waiting for this decision for a while” 

The partial new reserve is the first fresh water lake under protection in Mozambique covering an 
area of 47.8 thousand hectares adjoined by a buffer zone of another 89.3 thousand hectares. The 
area will be managed by the Ministry of Fisheries with support from the Ministry of Tourism and 
Ministry for Coordination of Environmental Affairs. 
 
The main purposes of the new conservation area include the preservation and protection of the 
biodiversity of Lake Niassa and their resources in Mozambican coast, maintenance of the area’s 
ecological integrity and sustainable use of natural resources for the benefit of present and future 
Mozambican generations. 
 
Florencio Marerua, WWF MCO Country Director, who has been engaged in this process from a later 

stage, has visibly and emotionally reflected on this achievement, saying that: “This decision culminates 

with a number of joint efforts carried out by the Government of Mozambique and WWF, aiming the 

reduction of poverty for local communities through the promotion of best practices in the use and 

management of lake´s biodiversity: this is by far the best gift Mozambican people could ever give to the 

lake.” 

Lake Niassa is third largest and the second deepest lake in Africa. It is also the southernmost lake in 
the Great Rift Valley system of East Africa. This great lake's tropical waters and shores are home to 
about 1000 species of cichlids (mostly endemics) and significant and diverse bird populations,  
mammals and reptiles.  
 
The Government of Mozambique has also approved the proposal for the submission of Lake Niassa 
as a Ramsar site. Lake Niassa meets five of the eight criteria needed for acceptance to the 
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Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This wetland will be the second Ramsar site 
for Mozambique after the declaration of Marromeu Complex in 2003. 
 
 
The Lake Niassa Reserve approval had several developments in the last months and was finally approved 

by the Council of Ministers on April 26, opening space for a new inland protected are, which increases 

the number of conservation areas to 12 in Mozambique, being 6 national parks and 6 national reserves. 

Biologically, Lake Niassa is considered to be the most important of its kind due to its unique 
ecosystem and the richest in terms of aquatic fauna, with about 700-1000 species of fish, clean 
waters, normal water temperature, and abundance of aquatic and migratory birds, reptiles and 
mammals.  

 
 
 
 
Figure 1: Map showing the Lake Niassa Partial 

Reserve 

 
 
 


